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Running Your
First Family File

presents:

CALGARY
March 11, 
2014

EDMONTON
March 20, 
2014

LEARNING
LEVEL:
Fundamental

Review the necessary stages to conduct  
a family law matter including the initial 
client meeting, time frames, organizing 
your file, disclosure, trust conditions,  
negotiating, interim applications,  
questioning, valuations, and setting  
your matter for trial. 
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Learn how to  
successfully  
manage your  

first family  
law file.
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Running Your First Family File

CALGARY
March 11, 2014

Glenmore Inn
2720 Glenmore Trail SE

EDMONTON
March 20, 2014

Shaw Conference Centre
9797 Jasper Avenue NW

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 

The generous contributions of time, talent, and energy from all of our volunteers 
make every Legal Education Society of Alberta program a great success. We greatly 
appreciate the work of our volunteers and their service to the profession.

THANK YOU

This program is appropriate for practitioners during their first five years of  
practice. It will assist junior lawyers seeking a practical foundation or more  
experienced lawyers wanting to revisit the fundamentals or develop an interest  
in family law.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

CHAIR

Tina Huizinga
Huizinga Di Toppa Coles & Layton
Edmonton, Alberta

FACULTY 

Pam Bell
Bell & Stock LLP
Calgary, Alberta
Lori Johnson
Cochard Johnson
Edmonton, Alberta
Michelle MacKay
Gordon Zwaenepoel
Edmonton, Alberta
Scot Menzies 
Widdowson Kachur Ostwald Menzies LLP
Calgary, Alberta



Register  onl ine at  LESA .org
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ETHICS AND EXPECTATIONS | LORI JOHNSON

Learn how to set reasonable expectations with your client and 
opposing counsel. Discuss timelines, time management, and 
how to deal with self-represented litigants.

FIRST CLIENT MEETINGS | MICHELLE MACKAY

Prepare for the first client meeting, including: 
•	 Time management with the client
•	 Client management throughout the meeting
•	 Obtaining the information you need from the client
•	 Delivering the information you need to give the client

CUSTODY PLANNING | PAM BELL

Gain an understanding of the following aspects of custody  
planning:
•	 Programs and services available to parents in a  

custody file
•	 How to recognize red flags on a custody matter
•	 When urgent or timely actions are necessary
•	 What health care professionals, as well as other  

professionals, can do or prepare to assist the court
•	 How to weigh the pros and cons of various courses of action 

and strategies, such as what helps, what hinders, and what 
is worth trying

SUPPORT AND PROPERTY | SCOT MENZIES

Examine what you need to do to move the financial aspects of your 
file forward, such as:
•	 What documents and disclosure you need and why you 

need it
•	 Relevant information pertaining to child support, spousal 

support, and matrimonial property
•	 When to pursue an expert’s assistance
•	 When and why an application may be required and what 

should be included in your evidence
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A limited number of Access Bursaries are available, including bursaries on the basis of financial need.  
Please contact the LESA office for details. * From nearest seminar site as set out in Appendix II of the legal 
aid tariff. Remit fees where applicable.  
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check all  
those that  

apply

CALGARY March 11, 2014 
EDMONTON March 20, 2014 

EARLY BIRD! On or before February 4, 2014 $355 + GST (Lunch is included)  
REGULAR: $395 + GST (Lunch is included)
I am unable to attend the seminar but please email me when the materials  
are available.

GST REGISTRATION NUMBER: R122368533
LESA Privacy Policy can be found online at LESA.org

MAIL: Legal Education Society of Alberta 2610, 10104 - 103 Avenue Edmonton, Alberta T5J 0H8   
FAX: 780.425.0885 PHONE: 780.420.1987, Toll Free Within Alberta 1.800.282.3900  

ONLINE: LESA.org  EMAIL: lesa@lesa.org

CANCELLATIONS: Registration fees, less a $50.00 administration fee, will be refunded for cancellations received  
in writing at least (3) full business days prior to the seminar. Refunds cannot be given after that date,  
however, seminar materials, if any, will be forwarded. Registrant substitution is permitted at all times.

( Please make cheques payable to the Legal Education Society of Alberta )

NAME:  

NAME FOR TAG:                                                  

FIRM: 

EMAIL:

PRACTICE AREA(S):

ADDRESS:                                            

CITY: 

PROVINCE:                                                                      POSTAL CODE:

TELEPHONE:                                                                   FAX: 

ADMITTED TO ALBERTA BAR:                                        ROLL NO.:

DIETARY RESTRICTIONS/SPECIAL NEEDS:

                                                                              MASTERCARD                                  CHEQUE

CARD NUMBER:

EXPIRY DATE:                                                                  TOTAL ENCLOSED:

 VISA

REGISTRANT & PAYMENT INFORMATION
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................

LESA offers a range of Access Bursaries on select programs. 
I live more than 125km (one way) driving distance (25% reduction in fees)*
I live more than 250km (one way) driving distance (50% reduction in fees)*
I am a law student or student-at-law (25% reduction in fees)

31906


